EDINBURGH, 


Upon the firſt VVedneſday of Func. , being 


the third of that Moneth, 1n the yeer 
I 6 4 6. 
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Printed by Evan Tyler, Printerto the Kings 
moſt Excellent Majeſtic. 
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GENERALL 


ASSEMBLY: 


MET 
At Edinburgh : Funii 3. 164 6. 


F 


L A fois WeDbraterr 

Edinb. 4. Funii 1 6 4. 6. 
Sefl. I I. 

The Kings Letter tothe Aſſembly, preſented by 


M. Robert Douglas «Miniſter at 
Edinhurgh. 


—_— _—_— 
Cg— cl 


—_— gt truſty and welbcloyed, We grcct 
A—S=6 you well. Having lately wrictento 
EzAS-\ Our Houſes of Parliament at Weſt- 
A\Y[l i»fer,and the Commiſſioners from 
| Our Kingdom of Scotland xx Pondew, 
| and likewiſe to, the Committees of 


"2 > . 
Dae | Eſtatesof that Our mingdoms Shew- 
GO ing Our great ſeniſe and grief for the 
A xt ſad cfieRs have flowed from the un- 


| _— happy differences -betwixt Us and 
Our Subje&s, with Our reall reſolutions ro comply with the de- 
fires of Qur Parliaments of both Ki $, and thoſe entruſt- 
ed by them for ſertling of Trueth and Peace in all Our Domi- 
nions: . And now being informed of yourmeeting , We have 
thought fit hereby (fince We could not conveniently fend « 
Commniioner ) to give you the fame aſſurances; And withall, 
that it ſhall be Our conſtant endeavour to! maintain Religion 
there, as it is eſtabliſhed, in DoRrine, Worſhip ; and Churth- 
Government, and leave no good means unaſſayed for ſerling an 
univeriall Peace inthat Our _—_— andancient Kingdom ; on 

A c 


The General «Aſſembly, 1 6 4.6. 


oh | Refopeacion of Religion,and ſettling Peace in England and 
ireland: And after the return of an anſwer to Our late Meſſage 
ro Our;Houſes of Parliament heer, We ſhall more particularly 
acquaint you; or your Commiſſioners, with Our furtherrelolu- 
tions: 1nthe meantime , We ſeriouſly recommend Our ſelves 
arid the diſtrated condition of Our Kingdoms , to your moſt 
earneſt Prayers to God in; Qur behalf, "expetting from you 
faithfulneſſe in your ſeverall Charges and: -Callings , with har 
Loyaltie and obedience which becometh'the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. --We bid you very heanily farewell , from New-caſtle 
the 28,0f May 1 64 6. 


DIRECT. 

For Our right truſtie and :. "= The: 
Moderatout , and other Members of rhe 
Generall Aſſembly of the Kirk of Our 
Kingdom of Scotland. . 


» nn 


1G, 'F Wh. dy 6 4 6,  OPECY 
_[Sef,' HIL 


4s concerning the Regiſt ers and Ads of 
Provinciall able | 


EBe2% He Aſſembly recommends to Provincial Aſ- 
ER» 276 1emblics , 'thar hereafter they cauſe read all 
> their Acts, before che diſſolving of every Aſ- 
AJ fembly, And that their ; Regiſters oayricten 

P& formally , and in a good hand writing, with 


by red to their number. 


% 
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Sefl. 'V II: " 


At emer .the publike ſation of Mar. 


fied perſons Fornication commirte before M armpage- | 


n &E He Generall: Aſſembly underſtanding that in miny In- 


I ces the gublike ſcandals of Fornication committed be- 


E tore Marriage, / are not raken notice of gnd removed by 
publit confeſſion according to the order of this Kirk ; T _ 
ore 


P che ſeverall Leafes or A. thereof S fracked 


al} 


UMI 


T he Generall Aſſembly, 1 6 4. 6. ; 
fore for remedie thereof do Ordain , That all Married pet- 
ſons under publike ſcandall of Fornication , committed before 
their Marriage ( alchough the ſcandal thereof hath not appear- 
ed before the Marriage ) ball fatisfie publikely for that fin 
committed before their Marriage , their being in the eſtate of 
Marriage notwithſtanding, And that in the ſame maner as they 
ſhould have done if they were not Married. | 


13. Funit 16 4.6. AntemeridienL.. 
Seſſl. X. 


Ordinance for Excommunication of the 


Earle of Seafort. 


He Generall Aſſembly having taken to their ſcrious 
conſideration, that perfidious Band made and contri- 
& ved lately in the North , under the name of An hum- 
KSP® ble Remonſtrance , againſt our Nationall Covenant, 
and the League and Covenant of the three Kingdoms z, Which 
tendeth to the making of diviſion and fomenting of Jealouſies 
within this and between both Kingdoms , to the prolonging of 
theſeunnaturall Warrs , to the impeding of the intended Uni- 
formiry in Religion, and to the ſubverſion of all the happic 
ends of our covenants : And finding that George Earle of Seatort 
hes not only moſt perfidiouſly himſelf ſubſcribed the ſaid 
wicked Band, contrary to his ſolemne Oaths in the Covenants 
aforeſaid , and moſt arrogantly owned the ſame under his owne 
hand writing in his letters ro the Commirtce of Eſtates , and to 
the Commiſſioners ofthe preceding Aſſemblic, Bur alſo hes ſe- 
duced and threatned others to ſubſcribe that diviſive. Band, 
and to joyne with him in proſecution of his treacherous and 
wicked deſignes, therein masked with the pretences of Re- 
ligion and libertie z boaſting alſothe purſuance of that his Re- 
monſtrance againſt all deadly rhe oppoſersrherof,wherber Kin 
or Parliament. And having alſo conſidered another wick 
and treacherous Band of Union which the (aid Earle formetly 
entred into with that excommunicate Rebell Fames Grahame, 
after the ſentence of fortalture,and the dreadfull ſentence of ex- 
communication were pronounced againſt him, Oblicging him- 
ſelf therein under ſolemae- Oaths to joyne with that fo lred 


Rebell againſt this Kirk and Kingdome, and to oppole all their 

publike reſolutions for purſuance of the happie ends of our ſaid 

Covenants. All which,with his vile reproachfull aſperfions and 

moſt talſe calumnies againſt this Kirk and State , and their _ 
Y 


4- | The Gentrall Aſſembly) 4. G. 

like ;ajd Jaw fall endeayours/and,refolations, with bas other 
wicked and perfidigus practiſes ar length diſcovered inthe Pro- 
clamation oft che-Commitrrtee of -Eſtares, and the Declaration of 
the Commiſſion of, the Aſſembly againſt che ſaid,perfidious 
Band jand'/Remonſtrance, beinggravely pondered & conſidered; 
"Together ,with his baſetreachery:to the Eſtates,beingintruſted 
by them with ample Commiſſlion,and encquraged and enabled 
for diſcharging thereof, with Mony Ammunition and Arms in a 
good meaſure: Notwithſtanding whereof contrary ro rhar great 
cruſt repoſed in him , Ir is notor that not, only he did not joyne 
with the-Forces raiſed for the defence of this Kingdome , Bur 
rather on the contrary, actually joyning himſelf and his Forces 
with that excommunicate Rebel Fames Grahame, and theſe un- 
natural bloody Rebels his followers , did belcager Jnnerneſle, 
a Towne Garrifoned bythe Eftares forthe Defence of thar part 
ofthe Country. And the Aſſembly having alſo found thar fair 
means have been uſed for reclaiming of the ſaid Earle from that 
wicked and perfidious courſe, by publike Declaxationsgnd Pro- 
clamations., and patticular..Lerters ſent;to. himſelf from rhoſe 
that bac powerin.that behalf, And that notwithſtanding thereof 
and of Summonds geretagainſt himto anſwerto thepremiſſes, 
often called, he. dath notappear, bur ſtill remains obſtinare in his 
wicked ro pax ware” Mature On vingogend his 
frequent fea e perjuries , his, perfidious and wicked 
contin es by "PantSapd Oath , with the publike Enemies of 
this Kirk and Kingdom , and his other treacherousand wicked 
Ponue ſocontemptuouſlyand pertinaciqully perſiſted into, To 
| hgyneus offences, againſt .Gqd,, and high contempr of all 
Eccleliafticaland Civilauthority. Therefarerthe Aſſembly mo- 
ved wh the Zeal of God,do without a contrary voice Decerne 
and Ordain the {ajd George Earle of Seatoreto-be ſummarly ex- 
commynicate., and-declared to be one whom Chriſt command- 
eth.co be holden: by all and every one of the Faithfull as an 
Ethnik.and Publicage , and appoints the ſentence of excom- 
munication to be pronounced by Maſter Robert Blair\Maderator 
inthe caſt Kirk of this Citie,, upon the, next Lords day, being 
the 24 ofthis Moneth ; And that thereafterpublike jartimation 
be made thereof upon a Sabbath day before nooge in all the 
eh, ofthis Kingdom ſo ſoon as advertiſement ſhall come,unto 


Enormities 


JMI 


The Generall Afembly, «64.6: 5 
Enormities and Ci orruptions obſerved to be m.the 
Minjſtery, with the Remedies thereof. © 


ENORMITIE Ss. 


He firſt and main wa reaching .bothzo our 
ſonall carriage and callings, we judgeto 

© 4g Not ſtudying how to kee go ſolos 
B and Fellowſhip with God in,C » bur wal- 
L king in a naturall way,, without implo of 
©Y/S8 Chriſt , ordrawing vertue from bind Poe 
us unto tanctification, and Preaching in ſpirit and power. 


In our Lives. 
M Uch fruitleſſe converfingin companie, and ents 


with the fins of all ſorts, not behaving our 
becomes the men of God. 

2. Great worldlineſſe is to be found amongſt us , 
and ſpeaking moſt about things of this life , being bei about 
many things , but forgetting the main. 

3 Slighting of Gods worſhip incheir famalies,and therefore 
no cordiall urging of it others: yea , altogether a wanting 
of it in ſome , if it be credible. 

4. . Want of gravityan carriage and apparell, diſſoluteneſſe in 
haire, and ſhaking about the knees, lightneſle in the wy of 
their wives and children, 

5. Tippling and bearing com in untimous in 
Tavernes and | any _ clie, whereby the Mani 
ſerie is made vile and contemptible. 

6. Diſcountenancing of the godly; ſpeaking ; ill ot them,b - 
Ne of ſome chat are unanſwerabletotheir proteſſion,,, |; 

The Sabbathngt ſanRified after Sermons, which makerh 
—_ think that the Sabbath is ended with the Sermon... 
$. There arealſoto be found amongſt us, who uſe ſumall and 
minced oarhs. 
9. Some ſo great ſtrangers ro Scripture , nt 
poblike Miniſter though thoy _ many things »yet 
ictle converſant in the Scripture, and in meditation thereq 
dutic incumbent toall the people of God, 


Tnour Callings.” 
YOrrupr entry into the Miniſtrie in former ET fol- 
lowing che courle ofdeteRion,thoyghtorlaken, nn wap 


ſexiou rep need ; as alſo prelenc encring.inta the 
ton way of living inthe world, =_ not as to & ſpiritual 


£ 2. elpin ' 


6 The-Generall Aſſembly, I 6 4 6. 
2. Helping in, and holding in of inſufficient and ſuſpeted 
men ,' who ſavour the things of this life , and keeping the door 
ſtraiter on them whom God hath ſealed , then upontheſe who 
have lefſe evidence ofthe power of grace and holineſle. 

3. Partiality in favouring , and ſpeaking for the {candalous, 

whether Miniſters or other perſons, teaching them how to ſhift 
and delay cenſures. 
y 4. Silencein the publike cauſe , not labouring to cure the 
dilaffeRion of people , not urging them to,conſtancie and pari- 
ence in bearing of publike burdens , nor to forwardnefle in the 
publike Cauſc ; whereby Malignants arc _—_ ied : yea ſome 
are {o groſle herein , that even in publike Faſts little or nothing 
is ro be heard from them ſounding this way. 

5. Some- account ita point of wiſdome to ſpeak ambigu- 
ouſly : ſome incline to juſtifie the wicked cauſe,uttering words 
which ſavour of diſaffeQion : and all their complaining of the 
times , is in ſuch a way as may ſteal the hearts of people from 
liking of good Inſtruments in this work , and conſequently 
trom Gods Cauſe : yea, ſome reading publike Orders,are ready 
to ſpeak/againſt them in their private conference. 

6. 'Idlenefle,cither in ſeldome Preaching , as once on the 
Lords day,, or in preparation for a duties , not being 
given to reading and meditation: others have bur firs of paines, 
not like'other Tradeſmen continually at their work. 

7. Wantof zeal,and love to the converſion of ſouls,nor be- 
ing weighted with the want of ſucceſſe in reclaiming of ſinners, 
nor {earching in themſelves the cauſe of nor profiting , preach - 
ing ex officio, not ex conſciemia of ficis. 

8. ''Self-ſecking in preaching , and a venting rather of their 
j- and kill, then a ſhewing foorth ofthe wiſdome and power 
of God. | | 

9. 'Lifeleſneſſe in preaching, nor ſtudying to be furniſhed by 
Chriſt with power and ſo the ordinance of God reacheth not 
to the conſcience: and heereto belongeth the not applying of 
the doarine unto the auditory and times. _ 

'x0*- The indiſcreet curing of the indiſcretion of pious peo- 
ple andMiniſters, whereby godlineſle hath gotren a deep wound, 
and profanitic hath lifted up the head , contrary co that wiſe and 
gractous order ſet foorth in the Generall Aſſembly holden at 
Edinburgh , 1641. 

Ir Little care to furniſh our Armie , cither abroad or at 
home with Minifters ; One of our grievous fins , and cauſes of 
our calamity. 

12 'Laft, itisto be fearedthar,Miniſters in ſecret are neg- 
ligent to wreſtle in Prayer , for a blefſing to be pou! 


out 
upon their labours , contenting themſelves with their publike 
performances. 


RnmaDlns, 


\ / 


The G enerall Aſſembly, +6 4 6G; 7 
oo 4! % "4 t-/ | 
1. F0lrſt, That Presbyterics take great conſcienceto have all 
Fcin places withintheir feveral bounds filled with-god- 
ly and able men , where-ever they be tobe found :-and that un- 
x & pretence of being a helper,,-or ſecond toanother., none be 
taken in; bur ſuch as are able for the ſame charge. | 
2. Whereas tis known, that private tryall in Presbyreries 
are forthe moſt part perfunRorious,theBrethren are hereby ex- . 
horted to be more4crious ,3n9 fairhfull heerein,, as they, will be 
anſwerable ro-Chnſt ,the-Ghief Shepherd: andin a way'pre- 
viousthereto ,that Brethren þe free, in loving admanition one 
of another ſecretly , from time to; time; 'and that whoſoever 
keeps not the Presbyteric or Synod, after grave admonitions 
may come under further cenſures. | | 
3- That accuracie be uſedatyiſitation of Kirks., and that:the 
Elders one by one ( the reft being removed ) be called-in, and 
examined upon oath upon the Miniſters behaviour in his calling 
and converſation. - x'140. £8 | 
4+ . That courſe be taken to divide Congregationvyin parts, 
ind by the help notonly of. Elders in their ſeveral parts , bur 
of neighbors allo,the evils,andinegleRts of perſons and families, 
may be found out and remedied. j" S.:þ 4 
- 5 . Thatevery Miniſter be humbled for his former failings, 
and make his peace with God, that the more cffeually he may 
preach repentance, and may ſtand inthe gap., toturnegway the 
Lords wrath : runing between the Porch and the: Altar, {ighing 
and crying for allthe abominations ofthe land. '-- | 
6.. .Ypeciall care would be had, that all Miniſters have their 
converſation in-heayen , maialy minding the things of- God,and 
exerciſing faith for drawing life out of Jeſus Chriſt the foun- 
tain of life , arming-themſclyey thereby with power again che 
contagion and wickednefle ofthe world. :-- . - 7 
7 - Care would be had of godly conference in Pregbyreries, 
even.inxtime of their refreſhment;, and the;Moderator is x6 look 
to it, that good matter be furniſhed theretp,,'. -/ | 
8 Irisallo very neceffary for every Miniſter that would be 
fruitfnll inthe work. of the Lord,.to bring-home the:Word . 
of God to his own heart and conſcience , by-Prayer and Medi- 
ration. both before and afterthe publike ordinance, 
 . 9, Uſe would be made of the roilof the Pariih,nort onely for 
examination, but alſo tor conſidering the-feveral conditions and 
diſpoſitions of the people, that accordingly they may be admo- 
niſhed, and particularly prayed for by the Miniſters in ſecret, 
16, ' Its very expedjent that Miniſters have moreccommus- 
nion among themſelves for their mutuall ſtirring up, and 
wy ſtrengrh- 


8 TheGeneralleAſſembly, 1 64-6. 
ſtrengthning of their hands in the Lords work , and reQtifying 
of theſe who are not incorrigible: - | 

11. | That Miniſters in all ſorcs of companie labour to bee 
fruirfull,as the Salt of the carth,feaſoning them they meer with, 
not only torbearing to drink healths ( Sarans ſnare, leading to 
exceſle ) but reproving in othets. | 

13. All Miniſters would be carefull to cheriſhche ſmoaking 
flax of weak beginningsin the wayes of God , and ought cou- 
ragiouſly to oppoſeall mockers and revilers of the godly. 

13. Asatallcimes, fo ſpecially now when the Lord is call- 
_ all co an account;it becomes the Miniſters of Chriſt, with 
all diligence and faithfulneſſe, to improve their Miniſterie to the 
utmoſt , to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, yea}, even 
frugally co imploy their time in private, in rexding of , and me- 
 ditating on Scripture, that the word of God-may dwell plen- 

tifullie in them. | 

14. That the providing the Armies with Miniſters be pre- 
ferred to any congregation , and theſe who are appointed co 
attend the ſame, and are deficient, be withour delay feverclie 
cenſured according tothe A of the Generall Aſſembly ; And 
' that all Miniſters not only in publike, pray for our Armies,ſpe- 
cially theſe that are to encounter with the bloody enemie within 
the land , bur alſo continually bear. them up before the Lord, 
that theit lives being reformed, their hearts and hands may be 
Alrengthned,, and their undertaking at L:ſt bleſſed of G O D 
with {ucceſſe. © - | | 

15. Thar beſide all other ſcandals, filence' or ambiguous 
ſpeaking'in the publike cauſe , much more detrafting and diſ- 
affected ſpeaches be ſeaſonablie cenſured * and to this effeR , all 
h.ncſt hexrted Brethren would firmlie unite themſelves in the 
Lord , the younger honouring the elder , and the elder not de- 
ſpiſing the younger. | 

16 (And finallie, both for the corruption of the Miniſterie 
and remedies thereof, we refer the brethren to the AR ot the 
Generall Aſſemblieat Edinbureh, 15 96. revivedin tlic late 
Aſſemblic at Glaſgow, 1.638. to bee tound in the printed 
AR concerning the lame. 


The Generall Aſſemoly Ordains the F normities eboweſpecified 
: toberryed and 1eſty ained, and that the Remedies thereof for 
that purpoſe br ſeriouſly obſer:d and practiſed: Recommend.- 
ing eſpeceally to Prebyteries and Provincial Aſemblies, 
that uſe be made of the ſame inwviſutation of Kirks and troall 

of Prezbyrerics. 


Approbation 


UMI 


UMI 


The Generall Aſſembly,'t 6 4/6; w@þ 
* Approbation of the proceedings of the pre- 
p ceding Aﬀembly. P 


d& He Generall Aſſembly having heard the report of the 
> Committee appointed to canſfider mdexamine the 
proceedings of the Commillioners of the late Gene- 

rall Aſlembly holden at E h inthe yeer 1646. 
And after ſerious conſideration thereof, finding that the whole 
Ads, —— x err no rears Commiſſig» —_— 
ners, contained inthe Regit Anat Te 
theic Clerk, and by M. Robert Ramſay Moderaeor to wy 4 
Committee, do declare much Wiidoam, Diligence, Vigilancic; 
and commendablc Zexlz And that the ſaid Commiſſioners have 
orderly and formally proceeded jn every thing , accordingte 
their Commiſſion : Do therefore ratifie and approve the {aid 
whole As, Proceedings, and Conclufions of the Commilka- 
ners of the ſaid Aſſembly, _ ©: | 


a 
—_ 
=> 


| — — HD — - ” 


15. Zunit 16 4 6. Poftmeridiem... 
Sel, AÞ- 5 


Af for joyning of. the Precbyteries in Orkney 
and Zexland to the Provincial of Cathnes. 


2&6 He Generall Aſſembly ,confidering thas the Preybyreric 
T6 of Knkwall imOrkney and the Presbyteric. of Sealoway 
NET in Zetland have never met in any Pfdvincial Aſſembly, 
wheiethrough great abuſes and diſorders arethere commited, 
Thereforethe Aſſembly hereby joyns the ſaidewo Presbyreries 
to the Provinciall of Cathnes and Sutherland ; And Appoints all 
the Miniſters and Elders of the faid Presbyteries hereafter , t9 
meet at the ſaid Provinciall Aſſembly, and to have placeito ret- 
ſon and vote therein as members of the ſaid Provinciall--And 
ſicklike orgains the faids two Presbyteriesto be of ſubardinae 
JuriſdiRion to the {aid Provinciall Aſſembly Declaring here» 
by, that the ſaid Provinciall ſhall conſiſt of 'the Preabyreries of 


Cathnes, Sutherland, Orknay, and Zetland in' all time coming» 


And appoints them to meet onely once in'the _——_ 
their x diſtunce and nerjetieg of ſeasy And that the firſt 
meeting be at Thurſo in Cathzes the third Tueſday of Aus 
guſt next ; and thereafter as ſhall be appointed by the fatd Pro-+ 
viacallAſſembly... | 1% 

C3 17 Funis 


w Fly General Aſembly, LG 46. 


| 7. "Fang 1646. omen, 


Sel, NXTIIT. 
"40 concernin ettants Preachins 
| yd 1-36 * 


KK He Generill Aſembly diſcharges any perſon to preach 
"ky; 1n publike under the name andnotion of an Expe&ant, 
DIRT of under any other pretence whatſoever, except ſuch as 
all be ttyedand fourid:gumlified: according to the Ads of the 
Generalt Aﬀembly , Recainmending to Presbyteriesand Pro- 
vinciatiyto take fpeciall noticethereot, and co-cenſure the tran(- 


gteſſors accordingly. "3M: 
P77 : for cenſuxing the cmphncs with the publike 
enemies of thu Kirk and Kingdonr-. 


He Generall Aſſembly taking to their ſerious con- 
I ea is fin gre t -and {candalous- provocation 
rievous. Sion from rhe' publike Cauſe , 


Mm ſome have. beete guiltie of , by com plying 
with = Rebels the publike enemies ot this Kirk and Kingdom : 


Ang.j ging it a. dutie incumbent to them to bring ſuch notori- 
He aA ublike ſatisfaRion,thatithe wrarhdvt God ma 
y 


ah n; publike ſcand: 1 remavrd ; Doth&cfore Re- 
quire, Decern, and Ordain, that ſuch as after law fall cryall ſhall 
be foundro havebeen'in aQuall Rebellion. and to have carried 
charge with the Rebels , To bave accepred Commiſſions tor 
faiſing Horſe or Foot unto them ,' To'have been. leducers of 
otherses: joyn irithar Rebellion, To be'the Pennersor contri- 
vers/of Famer Grihames Proclamation for indiding apretended 
Pattiannent;, orof any. other his Proclamations or Declaras 
tions; To: have: +beene prime Inftruments: in cauſing, publiſh 
tho fid- Proclamations and :Declarations'y-Thar all 'and: eve- 
ry 0ns of ſuch-offenders ſhalt humbly acknowledge-their:of- 
fence" upon their knees :, firſt before-ithe -Presbyterie \, and 
theresfrerbefotc, rhe: (Corgiega ation upon: a Sabbath z:in-ſome 
place before che Pulpit ; Andmthe mean time that theyibe ſuſ- 


pended'from ths Londs Supper: And incaſe they do not fatif- 
fie in manner forefaid;rharthey be proceſiedwith Excammuni- | 
cation; iAnd likewiſe Ordains ;" that ſuch” as ſhall-befound to 
have procured” FroteRions fromthe Rebels; 'To haye.exccute 
their 'Tohave invited thein to:their houſes, To:have gi- 
ven heck mw. ce, oP have drank James Graharnes health, 
or 
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or to be guilty of any other ſuch groſe degrees of complyance, 
ſhall acknowledge their offences publikely before the Congrega- 
tion, and be ſuſpended from the Communion ay and while they 
doe the ſame. And further Decernes and Orcains,thart all per- 
ſons in any Eccleſiaſtick office guilty of any degrees of comply- 
ance before mentioned,ſhal be ſuſpended from their office and all 
exerciſe thereof, for ſuch time as the quality of thr offence and 
condition of the offenders ſhall be tound ro deſerve, And the 
Aſſembly hereby declares, that Presbyreries have a latitude and 
liberty to agreadge the cenſures aboveſpecified,according to the 
degrees and circumſtances of the offences; And gives in like ma- 
ner the ſame latitude and liberty ro the Commiſſioners of this 
Aſſembly for publike affairs, who have allo power totry and 
cenſure the offenders 1 manner above expreſt , and to rake ac- 
count of the diligence of Presbyreries thereintill. 


At concerning lames Grahams Proclamation. 


ePþ,$»He Generall Aſſembly having conſidered a copie of a 
ef T &s Proclamation publiſhed by order of that excommu- 

S © nicat Traitor F«mes Graham,tor indiQting of a preten- 
4 P3* dedParliament,and finding the ſamero be full ot blaſ- 
phemies againſt the ſolemn League and Covenant of the three 
Kingdoms , and of vile aſperſions of Treaſon, Rebellion , and 
Sedition,moſt fal{ly and impudently imputed to the Eſtates,and 
moſt fairhfull and loyall Subjects of this Kingdome : Doe 
therfore declare, That ſuch as have bin prime Inſtruments of the 
publiſhing of that or the like Proclamation and Declaration,de- 
ſerve the higheſt cenſures ofthe Kirk,unleſſe they make humble 
confeſhon of their offence publikely,in ſuch manner as is preſcri- 
bed by this Aſſembly; And humbly Recommends to the Com- 
mitree of Eſtates to rake ſorhe courſe for their exemplary civill 
puniſhment, and that ſome publike note of ignominie be put up- 
onthat Proclamation as their Honors ſhall think meer. 


8. | Funii 16 46. Antemeridiem. 
Sell. Ut. 


eAlf againſt loofing of Ships and Barks upon 
| the Lords Day. 2 


He Generall Afembly underſtanding how muck the 
Lords day is profaned by Skippers and other Seataring' 
men , Do therefore diſcharge and inhibire all Skippers and Sai-- 
lersto beginany voyage on the _ day,orto looſe oy | 
Barks 
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Barks or Boats out of Harbery or Road upon that day , And 
who ſhall doe in the contrary hereof, ſhall be cenſured as pro- 
faners of the Sabbath : Recommending to Presbyrteries and 
others whom it may concerne toſee both the As of Aſſembly 
and Parliament made for cenſuring and puniſhing profanation of 
the Lords day , to be put in execution againſt them. 


A# anent Children ſent without the Kingdom. 


Dgf] Hereas divers Children have been ſent withour 
2/22) the Kingdom to be bred abroad, and have 
RR been or intime coming may be expoſed to the 
7 temptations of ſeducers,and drawn away from 
'@ the Trueth eſtabliſhedgand profeſſed within 
CIR H this Church to errour of Poperic , or other 
Secs and Hereſies : Therefore the Aſſembly Ordains, that the 
Parents or Friends of Children and Minors, ſhall before they 
ſend them without the Kingdom, firſt acquaint the Presbytery 
where they reſide , that they may have their Teſtimoniall dire- 
ed to the Pregsbyrtery or Claſle within the Kingdom of Frazce, 
or England, or ireland, and at the time of theſe Childrens re- 
turn from any of the ſaids Kingdoms, to report ane Teſtimo- 
niall from the Presbytery or Synode where they lived withour 
the Kingdom of their breeding there , and to ſhew the ſame to 
the Presbytery - within the Kingdom who gave them a Teſti- 
moniall at their way going. Likeas the Aſſembly Ordains all. 
Presbyteries to try if any Children have been ſens xo Popiſh 
Schooles or Colledges without the Kingdom ; And it any be 
found,that their names be given to the Presbytery or Commil- 
fioners of the Aſſembly, that the ſame may be preſented ro the 
Honourable Lords of Secret Councell , or Committee of E- 
ſtates, that their Lordſhips may be humbly deſired by their au- 
thority to recall them,that after return to this Kingdom a courle 
may be taken, according to the former Ordinances of Geaeral! 
Aſſemblies, for their breeding in the true Religion. 


Overtures preſented tothe Aſſembly. 
I. Hat onpuſpourtes be keeped among Presbyreries 
I y by! 


conſtantly by letter withour prejudice of perſonall cor- 


reſpondence when need requires, whereby one Presbyteric may 
underſtand what many arc doing, and they may be mutually 
aſſiſting each to other. 

Il, That for the better breeding of young men to the 
Miniſterie who are notable to furniſh themſelves in charges ro 
attend inthe Univerſitics,that thePresbyteries where they refide 
appoint ſome to direc their ſtudies. 


ITI; That 
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III. Thatit be recommended to all the Univerfitiesto con- 
diſcend upon the beſtOvertures tor the moſt profitable reaching! 
of Grammar and Phyloſophy , and as they may meet at the 
Commiſſion of the Generall Afſembly.to make the matter ripe 
for the next Aſſembly. 

The CA(ſembly approves theſe Owertures , and recommends ac- 
cordingly. 


I'V. Thatto the intent the knowlege of God in Chriſt 
may be ſpread through the Highlands and Iflands ( tor in lack 
whereof the land hath {marred in the late troubles ) theſe 
courſes be taken: 1.Ler an order be procured,thar all Gentiemen 
whoareable, art leaſt ſend their eldeſt ſons to be bred in the 
Inland. 2. That a Miniſterie be planted amongſt them and for 
that effect chat Miniſters and expeRtants who can ſpeak the Iriſh 
language be ſent to imploy theirtalents in theſe parts, and that 
the Kirks there be provided as other Kirks in this Kingdome. 
3. That Scots Schools be erected in all Pariſhes there, according 
to the AR of Parliament, where conveniently they can be had. 
4. That Miniſters and ruling Elders that have the Iriſh language 
be appointed to viſit theſe parts. 

The Aſſembly approves this Overture, and recommends this pur- 
poſe to farther conſideration,that mare Overtures may be pre- 
pared thereanent againſt the next Aſſembly. 


V. Thar for keeping the Univerſities pure , and provoking 
the Profeſſors of Divinitie to greater diligence , each Profeſſor 
inthe Univerſities of this Church and Kingdom , bring with 
him or ſend with the Comtniſſioner who comes to the General 
Aſſembly, ane perfit and well written copie of his Dictates , to 
be reviſed by the Generall Aflembly, or ſuch as they ſhall 
appoint for that work ilk year. 

The Aſſembly continues the determination of 4 conſtant 
and perperuall order herein untill the next A(ſembly but in 
the mean rime deſires the profeſſors of Divinity to preſent ta 
the next Aſſembly their Dictates of Divinity whergf the 

feſſors preſent are to give imimation to the profeſſors abſent. 


VI. The great burdens Intrants undergoes when they 
enter the Miniſtery, which holds many of them long at under, 
would crave the Afemblies judgement and authority , that 
Miniſters Manſes and Stipends may be all made freeto the In- 
rant, 
The A(ſembly refers and recommends to the Commiſſioners for 

pablike affairs ro ſeek redrejſe in this matter from the He- 

worable Eſtates of Parliansent,and to conſider of ſome fitting 
at effetf. . 


Renovation 


Overtares to be preſented to their Hononrs for i 
D 2 
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Renovation of the Commiſion for the pub- 
like affairs of - Kirk. 


XS He Generall Aſſembly taking to their conſide- 
JSVOIJ ration that inreſperhegrear work of Unitor- 

© 08) mity in Religioninall hisMajeſties Dominions 

oF is not yet perfired, (chough by the Lords bleſ- 
2 ſingthereisagood progreſle made inthe ſame) 
. && there is a neceſſity of renewing the Commil- 
ſions granted tormerly for proſecuting and perfiting that great 
work ; Doetherefore renew the power and Commiſſion grant- 
ed for the publike affairs of the Kirk by the Generall Aſſemblics 
held in $. Andrews in the year 1642. and in Edinvurgh 1643. 
1644. and 1645. unto the perſons following , v/J. Maſters 
Alexander Henderſon , Robert Douglas , William Colwil , William 
Bennet , George Gilleſpie , Fohn Oſwald , Fohn Adamſon , William 
Dalglerſh', David Calderwood, Fames Fleeming, Robert Ker, Fohn 
Dalyell , Fames Wright , Fohn Knox , Adam Penman, Robert Lich- 
toun , Alexander Dickeſon , Patrick Fleeming , Fohn Hay , Richard 
Dickeſon , Thomas Laſſe , David Drummona, Alexander Somervill, 
Robert Eliot , Robert Blair , Fames Bruce , Robert Traile , Samuel 
Rutherfard , Alexander Colwill , Walter Greg, Alexander Balfour, 
George Thomſon , Fohn — » John Smith , Patrick Gilleſpie, 
Fohn Duncan , Fames Sibbald , Alexander Caſſe , Fohn Hume, 
Alexander Kinneir, Walter Swintoun, Robert Knox, William Pen- 
man, Fames Guthrie, Thomas Donaldſon, William Fameſon,Thomes 
Wilkze, Fohn Knox, Robert. Murray,Fohn Freebairn, Robert Wright, 
David Auchterlonie, William CMaior, Samuel Auſtein, Fohn Leir- 
wont, Andrew Lauder, Fames Irving, Alexander Turnbull, Fames 
Bonar, William Adair, Fohn Neve, Patrick Colvil, Matthew Birſ- 
bane, Fohn Hamiltoun, Allan Ferguſon, Robert Ramſay, 7eo.Toung, 
David Dickſon , Robert Bailie , Fames Naſmith , Fohn Lindſay, 
Fohn Weir, Evan Cameron, Fames Affleck, Fohn Robiſon, Andrew 
Eliot, Sitwveſter Lambie , Laurence Skinner, William Rate , David 
Campbel, Andrew Cant, VVilliam Douglas, David Lindſay, Gilbert 
adobe Alexander Garrioch, FVilliam Jafſray, Thomas Law, 
PF Villiam Campbell, Walter Stewart Miniſters; And Archibald 
Marqueſle of Argyle, Fohn Earle of Crawtfurd-Lindiay , Y74l- 
liam Earle Marſhall, /Yilliam Earle of Glencairn, Zohn Earle of 
Caſfils, Charles Earle of Dumtermling , Fames Earle of Tulli- 
bardine, Francis Earle of Bacleugh, Foh» Earle of Lauderdale, 
Will:am Earle of Lothian, YYilliam Earle of Lanerk, Archibald 
Lord Angus, Fohn Lord Balmerino, Robert Lord Burleigh, Fohn 
Maſter of Yeſter, Sir Patrick, Hepburn of Waughtoun, Sir Fohn 


Hope of Craighall, Sir Archibald Fohnſton of Wariſton, Sir David 
f Hume 


UM 
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Hume of Wedderburn, Sir Robert Fnnes of that ilk, Sir Y/Villiam 
Baily of Lamingron, Sir Fohn Muncreiffe of that i|k, Fames Mac- 
douzal of Garthland, Patrick Cockburn ot Clarkington, Sir Hugh 
Campbel of Ceſnock, Sir YYilliam Cunningham of Cunningham- 
ma Fohn Hume of Blackader , Sir Fames Dundas of Arniſton, 
Alex. Forbes Tutor of Pirfligo, M. Geo. YVinrham of Libberton, 
David F Yeemes of Fingask , M. Francis Hay of Balhoufie, Alex. 
Brodie of that ilk, M. Alex.Colvil of Blair, Geo Dundas of Dudi- 
ſton, YYilliam Moor of Glanderſton, Sir Fames Nicelſon of Col- 
brandſpaith, Fohn Edgar of Wedderlie, JVilliam Humeot Lent- 
hill, James Ruchhead, Laurence Henderſon, and James Stuart Bai- 
lies of Edinburgh, George Porterfield Proveſt of Glaſgow, Y711. 
Hume there, Ro. Arnot Proveſt of Perth, John Semple Proveſt of 
Dumbarton, Fohn Kennedie Provelt of Air, M. David YFeemes, 
Geo. Gardine, Fohn Fohnſtoun, Tho. Paterſon, Tho. I'Vhite , Fohn 
Sleigh Elders. Giving unto them full power and Commiſſion 
To do all and every thing for proſecuting,advancing,perteQing, 
and bringing the ſaid work ot Uniformiy in Religion in all His 
Majeſties Dominions toa happy conclufion,contorm to the for- 
mer Commiſſions granted by preceding Aſſemblies thereanenr. 
And to that effe& appoints them , or any ſeventeen ot them, 
whereof thirteen ſhall be Miniſters , To meet at Edinburgh the 
19 of this Moneth,and thereafter upon the ſecond Wedneſ\daies 
ot Auguſt, November, Februar,and May next to come,and upon 
any other day,and in any other place they ſhall think meec. And 
further, renews to the perſons before named, the power contai- 
tained in the AR of the ſaid Aſſembly 1643. Intituled , A refe- 
rence to the Commiſion anent the perſons deſigned ts repair to the 
K1nzdom of England , As alſo the power contained in two ſeve- 
r'|| Ads of the ſaid Aſſembly 1644. Seſl.6. made againſt ſecret 
diſaffeiters of the Covenant, and for ſending Miniſters tothe Armie, 
with full power to them to treat and determine in the matters 
aforeſaid,and in all other matters referred unto them by this Af- 
ſembly , as fully and freely as if the ſame were here particularly 
expreſſed, and with as ample power as any Commiſſion of for- 
mer General! Aſſemblies hath had, or been in uſe of before; 
They being alwayes for their whole proceedings comprtable to, 
and cenſ{urable by the next General! Aſſembly. 


Renovation of the Commiſſion for proſecuting 
the T reaty for Uniformity in England. 


He Generall Aſſembly, Taking ro their conſideration 
that the Treatie of Uniformity in Religion in all His 
Majeſties Dominions is not yer p-rfeed, Therefore 

® Renews the power and Commiſſion granted by pre- 

ccding Aſſemblies for proſecuting that Treatie , unto theſe 
perſons 


' 
| 
: 
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rſons after named, vis. M. Alexander Henderſon , M. Robert 
Douzlas, M. Samuel Rutherfard, M. Robert Bailie, M. Geo Gileſpee 
Miniſters; And Fohn Earle of Lauderdale, Fohn Lord Balme- 
rino, and Sir Archibald Fohnſton of Wariſton Elders  Authori- 
zing them with full power to proſecute the ſ:id Treatie of Uni- 
formity with the Honourable Houſes of the Parliament of Eng- 
land,and the Reverend Aſſembly of Divinesthere,or any Com- 
mittees appointed by them : And todoall andevery thing 
which ay advance, perfect, and bring that Treatie to an happy 
concluſion , conform tothe former Commiſſions given there- 


ancnr. 


The ASSEMBLIES ANSVVER 
T © 
The KINGS MAjESTIE. 


ea» it pleaſe your Majeſtie, 

We xy Aving received your Majeſtics Letter with 
@224 thankfulneſſe, we thought it our dutie to ſend 
Ne ſome of our number to wait upon your Maje- 
+ Wo ſtic, and preſent our humble defires more par- 
% SoBrTP: ticularly then at this time could be expreſſed 
MP SERRA MR by writ, And we are confident your Majeſtic 
will interprete our freedom and plain dealing by them, to be a 
reall reſtimonie of our unfained affection, who have conſtantly 
laboured to approve our ſelves in all fidelity to our Lord and 
Maſter Jeſus Chriſt , andin all loyaltie to your Majeſtic z; And 
are reſolved to walk till after the ſame rule in our ſeverall ſtati- 
ons and vocations, continuing our Prayers for you, that God 
may multiply all forts of Mercies upon your Royall Perſon and 
Pofterity , and more and more incline your heart to the ſpeedie 
following of the Counſels of Trueth and Peace, and grant unto 
your Majeſtic a long anc happy Reign, that we may hive under 

youa peaccable and quiet lite, in all godlineſſe and honeſty. 


Subſcribed in name of the 


\Eornnunacn, Nationall Aſſembly of 
18 Jin 1646, the Kirk of Scotland by 
the Moderator. 


UMI 


UMI 


The Generall Aſembly, 1 64.6. 
The Aſſemblies Letter to the Right Honorable 


the Lords and Commons in the Parliament of 


England aſſembled at VVeitminſter. 


RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
>, He report of the great things which the Lord 
BESR hath done for your Honours, hath gone forth 
OY Ti It into many Lands, andit becomerh us leaſt of 
C x » Any cither to ſmother or extenuate the ſame ; 
Ads & Wedeſireto be enlarged in the admiration of 
4 2 WS the Power and Mercic of God the Author,and 
to diminiſhnothing of that praiſe that is due unto you as inſtru- 
ments. When the Lord fer your Honours upon the Bench of 
Judgment,both the Kirk and Common wealth of Englazd were 
afflicted with inreſtine and boſomeevills,the cure whereof could 
not bur be very difficult, becauſe they were not only many , but 
for the moſt partUniverſal and deeply rooted, ſheltred under the 
ſhadow of Cuſtome and Law , and fa ported with all the wiſ- 
dom and ſtrength ofthe Malignant and Prelaticall partie, who 
rather choſe co involve the Land in an unnaturall and bloody 
Warre, thento fail of their ambitious and treacherous defignes, 
againſt Religion, the priviltedges of Parliament, and the Lawes 
and Liberties of the Kingdom: Neither hath that milerable crew 
been wanting to their owne ends, but for many years together 
haih defperatly purſued their reſolutions in Arms; And was 
likely to have prevailed, it the Lord had not pur himſelf in the 
breach , and furniſhed you with much Patience , Wiſdom, 
Courage , and Conftancy, in the micſt of many difficulties and 
diftrefles,z and ar laſt with ſo glorious and rtriumphing a ſuc- 
ceſſe, that the Enemy hath tallen every where before you, and 
there is none left to appear ag3inſt you. T hefe things as they be 
the matter of our refreſhment and of your glory, ſo doe they lay 
a ſtrong obligation upon your Honours to walke humbly with 
your God,and toimprove the power he hath put into your hands 
for the advancement of the Kingdom of his Son, and bririging 
forth of the head-Stone of his Wouſe. The (low progreſle of the 
work of God hathalwayes beenthe matter of our forrow, which 
is now increaſed by the multiptication of the ſpirits of errour 
and deluſion , that drowne many ſouls into perdition , andſo 
ſtrengthen themſelves , that they ſhall afrerward be laboured 
avzinſt with more pains then fuccefle , if a fpeedy and effecuall 
remedie be not provided. And theretore as the fervants ot the 
living God, who not onely ſend up our fupplications daily for 
ou,but have hazard our ſelves in your defence, We do earneſtly 
feech your Honors in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, to give un- 
to him the glory that isduc unco his Name, by atimous«cfttbli- 
E 2 ſhing 
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ſhing all his Ordinances in the full integritie and power thereof, 
according to the League and Covenant. -As long as the Aﬀſem- 
bly of Divines was in debate,an< anencmy in the fields, we con- 
ceived that theſe might be probable grounds of delay , which 
being now removed out of the way,we do promiſe to our ſelves 
from your Wiſdom, Faithfulneſle, and Zeale , the perfiting of 
that which was the main ground of our engagement,and a chief 
matter of conſolation unto us in all our ſad and heavy ſufferings, 
from the hand of 2 moſt cruell Enemy. We know that there is 
a generation of men who retard the work of Uniformity, and 
foment Jealouſies betwixt the Nations, ſtudying if it were poſ- 
ſible, ro break our bands alunder , But we truſt, that he thar firs 
in the Heavens will Laugh , and that the Lord ſhall have them 
in derifion, that he ſhal ſpeak to them in his wrath and vex them 
in his ſore diſpleaſure, and notwithſtanding of all chat they can 
do,ſet his King upon his holy hill of Sion,and make thelc Nati- 
ons happy in the ſweet fruits of Unity in Truth and Peace. The 
ſcarcher of hearts knows that we deſire to hold faſt the band of 
our Covenant, as ſacred and inviolable, being perſwaded that 
the breach of ſo ſolemne a tye could not but haſten down upun 
our heads acurſc and vengeance from the righteous Judge ot the 
world,and involvetheſe Kingdoms in ſader calamitics then they 
have yet ſeen; And we abhor to entertain any other thought of 
ou: Nay we are confident that your Honours will ſerioutly 
indeavourthe proſecution of all theſe ends deſigned in the Co- 
venint , and the bringing theſe Nations unto the neereſt con- 
junRion both in judgement and affetion , eſpecially in theſe 
things that concern Religion, which without all controverſie, is 
the readieſt and ſureſt way of attaining and ſecuring the Peace 

and Proſperity of both Kingdoms. 
Subſcribed in name of the 
Edinburgh 18 Funis 1646. Generall Aſſembly by 
the Moderator. 


The Aſſemblies Letter to the Right Honorable 
the Lord Major, Aldefmen,and Common- 
Counlſell of the City of London. 


2g Our late and ſeaſonable teſtimony given to the Truth 
& Y : of the Goſpe), and your afte&ion to the Peace of the 

V Sg Kingdoms,manifeſted in your humble Remonſtrance 
EPO and Petition to the Honorable Houſes of Parliament, 
hath ſo revived the remembrance of your former Faith and 
Ze.l,and proclumed you the worthy ſeed of ſo noble anceſtors 


in chat famous City , As,we cannot but acknowledge per - 
thank- 
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thankfulnefle the grace of God beſtowed on you, and fifre you 
upto take notice, how fince you were precious in the Lords 
fight, you have beenever Honourable , The Lord hath loved 
you, given men for you,and people for your life : What an 'ho- 
nour was it in the dayes of old, when the fire of the Lord was in 
Zion, and his furnace im your T_ ( even in Queeh Meries 
dayes) that there were found in you men that loved not their 
lives unto the death 2 Whar a glory in after times, when Saran 

had his Throne and Antichriſt his Seat in the midſt of you, that 
there were ſtill found nota few that kepttheir Garments clean ? 

But the greatcſt praiſe of the good hand of God upon you hath 

been inthis, Thatamidſt the many Miſts of Errour and Herefie 
which have riſen from the bottomleſſe pt , to be-ſpor the face 
and darken the glory of the Church , ( while the Bride is a ma- 
king ready for the Lamb ) you have held the Trueth, and moſt 
piouſly endeavoured the ferling of Chriſt upon bis Throne. We 
need not remember how zealous you have been in the Cauſe of 
God , nor how you have laid out your ſelves and eſtates in the 
maintenance thereof, nor how many acknowledgements of the 
{ame you have had from the Honourable Houſes, nor how pre- 
cious a remembrance will be had of you in after ages for your 
{ciling of all ro buy the Pearl of price; We only at this time do 
admire, and inthe ihward of our hearts do blefle rhe Lord for 
your right and deep apprehenfions of the great and important 
martrers of Chriſt in his Royall Crown,and of the Kingdoms in 
their Union , while the Lord maketh offers to _—_— Ship 
( ſo muchafflied and toſſed with tempeſt ) rothe ſate Harbour 
of Trueth and Peace. Right memorable is your Zeal againſt 
Seats and SeRariesz your careot Reformation,accordingto the 
word of God,and the example of rhe beſt Reformed Churches g 
your earneſt endeavours and noble adventures, for preſerving of 
the rights and priviledges of Parliament , arid Liberties of the 
Kingdomes , Together with his Majeſties juſt power and great- 
neſle, and your high profeſſion, that it is not in the power of 


any humane authority to diſcharge or abſolve you from adheat- 
ing unto that our (ſo A worn) League and Covenant, 
or to enforce upon you any ſenſe contrary to the letrer of the 
ſame, Beſides your other good ſervices done unto the Lord and 
ro us , in the' ſtrengthening of the hands of the reverend Aſ- 
ſembly of Divines , and of our Commiſſioners in their afferting 
of the government of Chriſt ( which the more ir berried will be 
ever found the more precious Truth)and vindicating of the ſane 
from rhe uſurpation of man,and contempt of the wicked. Theſe 
all as they are ſo many teſtinionies of your Pietie, Loyaltie, and 
undaunted reſolution to ſtand for Chriſt ; So are they and ſhall 
ever be ſo many obligations upon us your Brethren , roeſteem: 
highly of you in the Lord, ro beat you on our brefts before him 

F ryght 
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night and day,and to contribute our beſt endeavours,and to im- 
roveall opportunities for your encouragement. And now we 
ſeech you in the Lord, Honorable & welbeloved,go on in this 
your ſtrength,and in the power of his might who hath honoured 
youto be faithfull , ſtand faſt in chart liberty wherewith Chrify 
hath made you free ; And' inthe purſuance of this truth, we are 
confident,as you have,ſo you will never ceaſe to ſtudy thePeace 
and neerer conjunRion of the Kingdoms, knowing that a three- 
fold cord is not eafily broken. Now. the Lord Jeſys Chriſt 
himſelf, and God even our Father , which hath loved and 
honoured you,and given youcverlaſting conſolation, and good 
help through grace , comfort your hearts, and ſtabliſh you in 
every good word and work. | 


Subſcribed in name of the 


Edinburgh 18 Funii 1646. Generall Aſſembly by 
the Moderator. 


The Alſemblizs Letter to the right Reverend 
the Aſſembly of Divines in the Rirkof Eng- 
land aſſembled at VVeſtminſter. | 


Mucb Honoured and right Reverend, | 
= mcalMongſt other fruits of this our precious liberty,after 
JAR ſuch diſſipation bySword and Peſtilence,to meet a- 
Bll gain, we account it not the leaſt co have the oppor- 
2&1 tunity of making a publike Declaration of our car- 
2 2 neft affeion to all our brethren of that Nation,and 
eſpecially your ſelves of the Reverend Aſſembly at Weſtminſter. 
When we were lately in a uy low condition, we may ſay that 
our own ſufferings and fears,although imbittered with the ſenſe 
of the Lords diſpleaſure againſt our lukewarmneſſe andunfaith- 
fulneſſe; yer they did not {otake up our heart, but that room was 
left ro congratulate with the Lords people chere in all their ſuc- 
ceſſes, and to condole with them in all their dangers; Andifac 
any time any hereſeemed to be more jealous then godly jealouſie 
would allow, we know not how it can be imputed to any thing 
elſe, but ro the vehemencie of ardent affection, and impatient 
defireto have our brethren there and us joyned ncerer to Chriſt, 
and neerer to one another in al} his Ordinances and eſpecially 
in Presbyteriall Government, ſo well warranted by the Word, 
and approven by experience of. our owne and other reformed 
Churches; Wherein your long and unwearicd endeavours have 
been bleſied with a large increaſe, . which yet hath proved ſtill 


a ſeed unto a further and more glorious expeRted harveſt, vous 
cou 


UMI 


The Generall Aſſembly, 1 64.6. 
could not be wiſhed by mortall men a fairer opportunity then is 
caſt in your laps4: being invited and charged by ſo high an 
authority,to give ſo free and publike ateſtimonytothoſerruths, 
which formerly many 'of the'\.Lords precious ones by tongue 
and pen, by tears and blood have more privately aſſerted ; The 
frnalleſt of Chriſts truths ( if ir be lawful to call any of them 
ſmall ) is of greater moment, then all the other bufineſſes that 
ever have been debated ſince the beginning of the world to this 
day ; Butrhe higheſt of honoors and heavieſt of burdens is put 
upon you, to declare our of the ſarred records of Divine Truth, 
what is the prerogative of the Crown aud extent of the Scepter 
of Jeſys Chriſt , what bounds are to be ſer between Him ruling 
in his Houſe,and powers eſtabliſhed by God on Eatth, how ws, 
by whom his Houſe'is to be governed ,; -and by what wayes & 
reſtraint is to be pur on theſe who would pervert his Truth, and 
ſubvert the faith of many . No doubt mountains of oppoſiti- 
ons ariſe , and goolfs of difficulties open up themſelves in this 
your way But you have found it'is God thar girdeth you with 
ſtrength and maketh your way. perfe& and plain before you, 
who hath delivered, and doth deliver, and will yet deliver. We 
need not put you in minde that as there lycth atthis time a ſtrict 
rye on'Mll , ſo in a ſpeciall manner both you and, we are ingaged 
to interpoſe our ſelves between” God and theſe Kingdomes, be- 
rween the two Nations , between the King and the People, for 
averting of deſerved wrath , for continuing, and increafing of a 
well grounded Union, for procuring as far asin us 1lycth a righr 
ſertling of Religion and Church-Government ; That when we 
ſhall ſleep with our fathers, the Poſterity here and abroad may 
be reaping the frujts of our:labours. ; 

We are fully aſſured of your conſtant and.ſedulous promoving 
of this bleſſed Work,and of the Lords affiſting and carrying you 
on therein: And are confident that, your late experience and pre- 
ſent ſenſe of the great danger and fearfull confuſion lowin 
from the riſe and grouth of Se&s and SeRtaries not ſuppreſſed, 
hath ſtirred up in your hearts moſt fervent deſires, a carefull 
endeayours for remedying the ſame, wherein we exhort you to 
continue and abound , knowing that your labours ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord, to whoſe rich grace we commend you,and the 
work in your hands. _ 

Subſcribed in name of the 


Edinburgh 18 Funii 1646. Generall Aſſembly by 
the Moderator. 


F 2 Recom- 
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Recommendation to Presbyteries avid 
' DProvinciall Aſſemblies. 


S953 He Aſſembly recommends to ſeverall Presbyteries 
#9 T i& and Provinciall Aſſemblies, to conſider the jnteretts 
KS of particular congregations,in the calling-and admil- 
ſion ot Miniſters , with all theſe queſtions that uſually fall our 
upon that occaſion; And to report their opinions co the next 
Aſſembly, with ſome fir Overtures for preventing all conteſts 
in that matter. 

2. The Aſſembly recommends to Presbyteriesand Pro- 
vinciall Aſſemblies to conſider all the marters referred by pre- 
ceding Aſſemblies to the confideration of Presbyterics, And 
ro report their opinions therein to the next Aſſembly. 


Af for a publike Faſt before the next 
5. eAſſembly. 

Op» edgy tic Aſſembly having conſidered an AQ of the 
SN 5 Aſſembly 1 64 4. Seſſ. Ur. enioyning a pub- 
8 like Faſt ro be keeped inall the Kirks of the 
WS City where the General Afembly holds-ppon 


OE Eels che firſt day of the meeting of the Alſembly, 
IEC And finding ſome, inconveniencies therein, 
Therefore at this time untill the marter be further conſidered, 


Appoints x publike Faſt and Humiliarion for the Lords bleſſin 

to the meeting of the next Afſembly,to be wiverſally obſerve 

ih all the congregations of this Kirk upon the Sabbath next ex- 
cept one preceding the {aid next Afſembly; The exerciſes for the - 
members of the Afembly at their firſt meeting, Bing ſtill ob- 
ſerved according to" the ancient and laudable praQtiſe of this 
Kirk , This appointment notwithſtanding. | 


ttt tt. Ati. —CK>_ oi._nu wo. tre, th ths. tt th 
th. 


— * 
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bly to be at Edinburgh #pon the firſt Wedneſday of Auguſt 


TY e Aſſembly appoints the meeting of the next Generall A(ſem- 
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